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Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?

Ludwig Wittgenstein, one of the greatest thinkers of the modern world, once said "The
limits of my language mean the limits of my world". Learning any new language doesn't
just offer you a new skill - it offers you an insight into a culture, a people, their history
and their whole world. It really is a key to a door that, very often, you didn't realise
existed. If you want a more concrete reason to learn a new language, how about the fact
that German is the second most used scientific language? Or maybe that German is the
most widely spoken mother language in the European Union, and around 7.5 million
people in 42 countries worldwide belong to a German-speaking minority? If you want to
earn money, then German has been ranked 3rd for economic value in the world, and the
highest paid foreign language for British people to learn. In terms of your lessons at KS4,
be prepared not to just use a textbook, but to use online, interactive resources like
Quizlet, watch film and TV excerpts, listen to German-language music, and maybe even
get on a plane and visit Berlin or a Christmas market!

What does the course involve?

GCSE German helps you explore a wide range of topics, from celebrations and festivals,
through getting by as a tourist in Germany  to international campaigns and events. You
will learn about German culture through a range of interesting topics which will add to
your understanding of the language and country.

Differences from Year 9

You already know a lot of the vocabulary and grammar you’ll need for GCSE: you know
how to talk about yourself, your family and friends, your hobbies, where you live and
school.  You‘ll build on this knowledge during your GCSE course, and move onto new
topics.

Skills developed
The ability to listen to, understand and speak German in a range of contexts and for a
variety of purposes; develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly; develop an interest in and a knowledge of the culture of countries and
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communities where German is spoken. You will also practise translation skills, which will
prepare you for a smooth transition into AS and A Level.

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?

People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people
without them. They stand out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting
horizons. Taking GCSE German means you will:

● Add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone
who reads your CV.

● Be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or
improve employability if you would like to work abroad. Be able to work or study
in a German-speaking country in later life.

● Be able to study AS and A level German courses to further your knowledge of
the language and culture. Find it easier to learn other languages later if you
want to.
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