
What can I do over the summer 

to prepare...

Product Design yr12

There are a few things you can develop over the summer in 
order to get yourself in a strong position for A Level, it is a 
challenging jump from GCSE but a hugely rewarding one. 

Step 1
Either buy this book or get it from the library (order it in). You will see it is full of 

drawing techniques and ‘How To’s’ Pick at least 5 of these and copy the step 

by step process. Bring these into your first lessons for some feedback.

If you are looking for an A or a B I would spend the summer reading this from 

cover to cover and attempting all the tasks (15 mins a day) Practice, practice 

is what makes someone good at drawing, it can be learned just like Maths or 

Chemistry!

Step 2

Start to think about what it is you would like to start your main project on in 

September, it needs to be a design challenge or design problem you can 

solve. To help you start a Pinterest account, start following designers you like, or 

boards you like, this will be invaluable when it comes to the design stage.

This will also help you to build up a starter bank of knowledge about other 

designers and their practice.

Step 3

CAD. If you haven't touched Google Sketch-Up before, then download it (it’s 

free), go to you-tube or the Sketch-Up site itself for millions of tutorials. Its quite 

straightforward, although it an be weird if you've never worked in 3D before. 

Once you’ve grasped that it’s a good idea to start playing around with one of 

the proper parametric CAD packages (Google it if you don't know what that 

means!) some students prefer Studio3DMax or any other of the Autodesk range 

of programs. (go to their website to see all the options) Most of these 

companies now allow students to download their software for free.

Graphic designers! It’s a great idea to learn Photoshop and Illustrator, they are 

the cornerstones of Graphics, although you can also use Serif Draw on the 

schools system (and art has Photoshop). You will find that having your own 

copy at home will be hugely advantageous. If you can’t get hold of a copy it 

can now be rented on a special deal for students, I have lots of tutorials or just 

Google it. 

Step 4

Get out there! Live a little! As a young designer you need to start being inspired 

by everything around you, get to London, visit the exhibitions but also just walk 

around Southbank, Shoreditch., Camden, Design museum and the Tate.

Step 5
Think about a design problem, Issue and context  that you can 

investigate/research ready for the start of the course. You will write your own 

design brief based on your findings.


