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Course Leader:  Mrs Butcher 
Contact Email:  abutcher@tgschool.net 
Examination Board:  AQA 
Assessment:  30% performance, 30% choreography, 40% written examination 

What does the course involve? 
 

You will study the following areas: 

 Critical appreciation of professional dance works 

 Professional choreographers including their styles and techniques with a strong 
focus on contemporary dance 

 Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performance skills 

 Technical and expressive skills for dance performance 

 Choreography of solo and group dances 

 Performance 30% 

 Solo Performance-Performance of three set phrases showing action, dynamic and 
spatial accuracy 

 Performance of a duet or trio (3 ½ to 5mins) showing expressive skills 

 Choreography 30% 

 Create dance using a stimulus (solo 2  to  2 ½ mins / group 3 to 3 ½ mins) 

 Produce a ‘Choreographic log’ - showing how you have independently 
choreographed your dance.  This will include a ‘programme note’. 

 Written Exam 40% 
Students need to be able to use written communication, and using appropriate 
terminology, to critically appreciate their own work and the professional set works in the 
GCSE Dance anthology. 
 
The GCSE Dance anthology provides the focus for learning how to critically appreciate 
professional set works.  The Anthology consists of six short professional dance works, of 
between 10 and 30 minutes duration, choreographed by established and emerging artists 
in a range of styles and style fusions.  Students must study all eight works in their entirety 
and be prepared to describe, analyse, interpret, evaluate and reflect on the works in 
response to short answer and extended writing questions. 
 
To critically appreciate their own work, students make analytical, interpretive and 
evaluative judgments, using their knowledge of choreography and performance 

You will also have the opportunity to see professional dancers live and get involved in 
school performances. 

Skills developed 

Critical analysis of professional dance; choreography skills; contemporary technical and 
performance skills; physical fitness; confidence; creative and problem solving; working 
with others; leadership and resilience; rehearsal discipline; and safe dance practice. 


