
Summer 2018 Chemistry Task 

Write a 1500 word essay on the one of the following topics 

Task 1: Why is copper sulfate blue? 

Copper compounds like many of the transition metal compounds have got vivid 

and distinctive colours – but why? 

Task 2: Aspirin 

What was the history of the discovery of aspirin, how do we manufacture aspirin in a 

modern chemical process? 

Task 3: The hole in the ozone layer 

Why did we get a hole in the ozone layer? What chemicals were responsible for it? 

Why were we producing so many of these chemicals? What is the chemistry behind 

the ozone destruction? 

Within your essay you should: 

- Link the task to the relevant specification content from the AQA Chemistry A 

level.  

- Include relevant chemical equations and diagrams. 

- Reference any research resources used, the essay should be in your own 

words and not simply copied/regurgitated from a web page. 

 

Useful links:  

- AQA Chemistry A-level specification at a glance, 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7404-

7405/specification-at-a-glance 

- Chemistry A-level Team drive. This will be shared with you upon registration of 

interest on the course. This contains an exhaustive set of resources including 

an online textbook 

- Chemguide. A highly informative secondary source that can be used 

throughout your A level to promote understanding, 

https://www.chemguide.co.uk/ 

- Chemsheets. If you are committed to the course this will be the best £10 you 

can spend your money on. An exhaustive set of teaching materials and 

practice problems that you can use to hone your skills, 

https://www.scisheets.co.uk/ 

- Anglia Ruskin University Harvard Referencing guide. If you want to reference 

like a pro and intend on going to university, start getting referencing right from 

the start. https://libweb.anglia.ac.uk/referencing/harvard.htm 

 

Due: A hard copy and electronic copy should be delivered in your first Chemistry 

lesson in September with Mr Cameron, acameron@tgschool.net 
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