
Join TGS Careers on Twitter 
for information

Work Experience

Work experience could improve your skill levels and 
life experience. We encourage work experience; you are 

entitled to 5 days in Year 12.

Volunteering

Volunteering in the community is a worthwhile 
opportunity to help others whilst improving 

the content of your CV.
Sixth Form Portfolios and Excellence Ribbons

Students are encouraged to save evidence for their 
portfolios.  They should place awards, certificates 
for mentoring and work experience, attendance 

and progress in their portfolios. Photographs and 
non-explanatory evidence should be annotated in 

preparation for the leaver’s assembly 
in June of Year 13.  

Useful Websites

www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-15573447
www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/cvs-and-cover-

letters/example-cvs
www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/

when-apply/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-
statement

www.ucas.com
www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables

www.thesource.me.uk
www.prospects.ac.uk/gap_year.htm
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

For a Careers Interview
with Mrs Baker or the Independent Careers Adviser 

please contact
bbaker@tgschool.net/

Both are qualified Careers Practitioners

Ofsted Judgement ‘Outstanding’ 
Careers Department

Want to study 
for a Degree?

This leaflet sets out to 
offer information to 
support you in your 

decision making



How and when to apply

You will receive full support to apply for university by the Sixth 
Form Team and tutors.  The Careers Hub has a prospectus 
library for you to use and you are encourage to book an 

interview with Mrs Baker or the independent careers adviser.  
The UCAS website offers a great deal of information.       

Open Events/Taster Days

Open days are fantastic for getting a flavour of what universities 
are really like. They’re a chance to explore campus facilities and 

student accommodation, meet teaching and admissions staff, 
and chat with current students.  Open events are advertised on 
individual websites.  Posters are displayed in the Sixth Form 

Common Room.  Read your emails and view information on the 
Sixth Form app.        

Student finance

University is a big investment, so you may need a student loan 
from one of the regional student finance organisations – they 

advise you to apply by around May/June before the start of your 
course. You might be eligible for additional funding from other 
organisations too. Reference: UCAS and Complete University 

Guide websites.

What support do we offer at TGS?

Early on in Year 12 the Russell Group university students are 
identified; they meet on a regular basis.  Year 12 students register 

with UCAS during the summer term.  
Students begin the career management module from January; 

students will complete a number of tasks to improve 
understanding of personal skills and qualities, to create an 

outstanding CV and personal statement. Students will conduct 
research to find out information about the current labour 

market, locally and nationally; they will research university 
courses to narrow potential choices, all in preparation for 
university applications from September to a TGS deadline 

of October half term.  We encourage networking to improve 
employability skills; we invite inspirational speakers to 

assemblies, we have a Higher Education Convention and 
information evening in June. EPQ week is in July; a 5,000-word 
report in an academic subject of personal choice, requires a high 

level of independent work and original thought.

Further networking opportunities

Visit to a university fair, cultural and educational trips, 
personalised visits to companies.  We provide links to various 
companies, employer interactions in lessons.  We arrange 
employer workshops and careers related activities throughout 
the year. 

Useful tips to improve your personal statement
• Conduct research on the UCAS website
• Complete your Career Management module
• Network with employers in school
• Get involved in your community
• Collect evidence for your portfolio
• Do work experience
• Have a positive and mature online presence

Apprenticeship Degree Route

Apprenticeships combine practical training in a job with study.  
As an apprentice you will: Work alongside experienced staff, 
gain job-specific skills 
Earn a wage and get holiday pay, study towards a related 
qualification, apprenticeships take 1 to 4 years to complete 
depending on their level.
An apprenticeship can lead to NVQ Level 4 and above, or a 
foundation degree, then to the Equivalent to a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree

Gap Year Information

A gap year comes under many guises - backpacking, a career 
gap, a short gap year or travelling. A gap year is constructive 
time out to travel in-between life stages. It usually means 
travelling, volunteering or working abroad.  
Reasons for doing a gap year could be to see the world, earn 
money, have a break from studying, be more independent and 
to get work experience. Whatever your rationale, there are lots 
of things you can do on your gap year to make your CV really 
stand out to employers, such as volunteering and teaching 
English.

Reference: www.gapyear.com and the Guardian 

University Route

University is a life-changing experience that opens up a world 
of opportunities.  At university you have more control over 
your learning and can study whatever interests you. This 

enables you to develop more independence and confidence. A 
university education will provide you the opportunity to gain 

the theoretical and practical knowledge to prepare you for your 
future.

It’s not just about learning

University experience will enrich your life. You will:
Increase your knowledge – study what you love, you’re 

interested in and with the top experts in their fields  
Get your first true taste of independence and freedom, build 

self-confidence, experience all aspects of student life, broaden 
your horizons and meet new people

Gain a qualification that’s 
internationally recognised 

UK higher education qualifications are recognised and respected 
by employers and academics worldwide

Develop the essential skills you’ll need in your career and 
working life – communication, organisation, time management, 

team work, leadership and problem-solving

Increase your earning potential 

Having a degree makes you more attractive to employers, you’ll 
have a greater choice of jobs and you’ll earn more. The average 

salary for graduates is 30% higher than for non-graduates 
aged 25-30. In 2013–14, 90% of all graduates were in work or 

further study within six months of leaving university
Experience student life – yes, you’re expected to work hard but 
university is also fun. Whatever your interests, there are a huge 

range of clubs, societies and a diverse social life on offer 

Bursaries and scholarships
 

Bursaries and scholarships refer to financial help in addition 
to student loans and grants – the money does not have to 

be paid back. The terms 'bursary' and 'scholarship' are used 
interchangeably and each university has its own terminology. 


