
17 

German 

GCSE 
 
Course Leader: Mr Kiely 
Contact Email: mkiely@tgschool.net 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination 

What does the course involve? 

Students of German will study the structure of the language through a number of 
different themes such as Family, Hobbies, Where I Live, Healthy Living and The 
World of Work. In the latter, for example, students would study education, careers, 
future plans and social issues. Speaking and writing are assessed through controlled 
assessments. For example, you may have to write about your home and local area or 
speak about your school. All students studying German are advised to purchase a 
dictionary and a revision guide for use during the course and are encouraged to take 
part in day trips and visits to Germany. 

Differences from Year 9 

By the end of Year 9 you should have progressed well which means that you should 
know how to use at least two different tenses; in Years 10 and 11 you will be able to 
use the present, past and future tenses, as well as more complex structures in order to 
understand and produce longer texts. You will also have the opportunity of being 
more creative with your language and expand your knowledge and interaction with 
the German speaking world. Finally, you will have to prepare and submit four to six 
tasks under controlled conditions which mean you need to be much more 
independent, organised and responsible for your own learning. 

Skills developed 

You will be able to listen to, understand and speak German in a range of contexts and 
for a variety of purposes; develop language learning and communication skills which 
can be applied broadly; develop an interest and knowledge about the culture of 
countries and communities where German is spoken. You will also practise translation 
skills, which will prepare you for a smooth transition into AS and A Level. 

You will develop all these skills while covering the following topics: 
Identity and culture - Who am I?, Daily life, Cultural life. 
Local area, holiday and travel - Holidays, Travel and tourist transactions, Town, 
region and country. 
School - What school is like, School activities. 
Future aspirations, study and work - Using languages beyond the classroom,  
Ambitions, Work. 
International and global dimension - Bringing the world together, Environmental 
issues. 

 

 

 
  


