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Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?

Careers in the creative sector are one of the biggest growing sectors in the UK. Employers
like to employ people who are innovative, have the ability to problem solve and come up
with new solutions. There are many transferable skills with the main one being how to
communicate effectively. The creative field is really reaping the benefits of the rise of
new technologies hence there being a multitude of job prospects.

What does the course involve?
Graphic Communication explores a variety of graphic art forms including poster and
advertising design, typography and packaging design. You will look at a variety of
contextual sources in the development of your portfolios, respond to briefs and develop
outcomes. During your work you will analyse the strengths and weaknesses of other
forms of graphic communication and respond to them through the development of your
own. You will employ a combination of digital/online portfolios, digital editing and
rendering, as well as three dimensional and practical based modelling, printmaking and
other experimental techniques depending on a student's own intentions. You will explore
a variety of contextual sources throughout the projects, and consider how your work can
be developed with a specific client, audience or purpose in mind. Your responses to
designers/artists will need to be expressed verbally and visually, as well as through
written documentation in a digital portfolio.

Skills developed
Over the two year course and within a wide range of activities you will build up a varied
skill set by responding to and working within the parameters of a client/target market
and focusing on their needs, using varied hand rendering and drawing methods, colour
theory, lay-out, experimentation through printmaking, using digital media to show
development and progression of ideas whilst being creative, experimental and original.
You will also develop transferable skills. You will learn to progressively develop
experiments, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your work as you progress: you
will practise the skills of analysis and evaluation, and use them to refine your emerging
practice.
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