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KEY STAGE 4 OVERVIEW
As you move into Year 10 you are able to make choices about your study
programme, which will be made up of two parts:
●

●

A core curriculum which all students follow made up of English, Maths,
Science, core PE and Personal Social & Health Education which includes
Relationship and Sex Education).
A personalised set of four option courses made up of your different
subject choices.

The pathway that you have been following so far (Grammar, STEM or Broad) will
help guide you in making your decisions.
The choices you make will be personal to you, meeting your needs and matching
your strengths, skills and talents. This pathway will be the starting point for
further studies at Sixth Form or College during Key Stage 5. The qualifications you
achieve will also be important to future employers and universities.
These choices are very important. To help you make the best decisions for you
there will be support available from your tutor, your Head of House, subject
teachers and our excellent careers team.
We hope you enjoy the challenge of making choices that will build on your hard
work so far and will lead you towards future success.
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum
The wide range of courses on offer will enable you to have an individual
programme that builds on your strengths and interests. At Thomas Gainsborough
School we have always been determined that students should have a broad and
balanced education. We also believe it is important that it is personalised to the
needs and interests of the individual student. This was a key factor in the
introduction of the Grammar, Broad and STEM pathways that you have been
following in Key Stage 3.
Your timetable in Years 10 and 11 will be made up of Core Courses (which all
students follow) and four Option Courses. Your Core Courses will see you study
English, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education (PE) and Personal, Social and
Health Education (PSHE). Your Options Courses will then allow you to personalise
your curriculum through the subject choices you make.
All students will follow courses in English, Mathematics, Science and Physical
Education, and have PSHE days.
CORE
English Language

EBacc GCSE

100% exams, 2 papers

English Literature

EBacc GCSE

100% exams, 2 papers

Mathematics

EBacc GCSE

100% exams, 3 papers

Core PE

No Qual

No exams or coursework

PSHE

No Qual

No exams or coursework

EBacc GCSE

Depending on progress:

Science

GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics, or
GCSE Combined Science

Physical Education is a Core Course with no formal qualification but provides all
students with an important experience of fitness, well-being and sports activities.
GCSE PE and BTEC Sport are available within the Option Course offer.
The BTEC and Cambridge National courses are partly assessed with coursework
and a particular focus on the development of a range of independent skills and
aptitudes. They also include examinations.
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Course Combinations
Some courses either have overlap in content or the same underlying qualification
and can not be studied together.
Students can only study one GCSE Art & Design Course from:
●
●
●
●

3D Design;
Art (Fine Art);
Graphic Communication; and
Textile Design

Students can only study one of:
●
●

GCSE PE; and
BTEC sport

Students can only study one of:
●
●

GCSE Music; and
RSL Music Technology

Please note that some of the opportunities we offer may change in the event of
very high or very low student numbers applying for a certain subject. Any
changes will be discussed with you personally if they affect you.
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3D Design
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr D Few
dfew@tgschool.net
AQA
60% Coursework, 40% Examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Three dimensional design gives you the opportunity to observe and record the world
around you. Studying Design can give you an insight into architecture, ceramics and
model making. Gaining knowledge and techniques throughout this course that can help
build a strong foundation into studying architecture, product design, and ceramics at key
stage 5 and beyond.
What does the course involve?
Over the two years students produce coursework on two given topics or themes for
example product design,ceramic design, interior design,
environmental/landscape/garden design, 3D digital design or designs for theatre, film
and television. These are timed controlled assessments so each lesson and homework
counts. The assessment takes place under normal classroom conditions apart from the
mock examinations in Year 10 and 11 and, of course, the final examination. After initial
research and observational studies you are required to develop a series of ideas before
selecting one to be produced as your final project piece. One of these units will be
assessed as your coursework portfolio and is worth 60% of your final grade.
You must show an understanding of historical and contemporary designers' work and
how ideas can generate responses that address specific needs whether these are
personal or determined by external factors such as the requirements of an individual
client's expectations. These will need to be expressed verbally and visually, as well as
through written documentation in a portfolio. The portfolio is compulsory for this GCSE
and must be brought to every lesson as it will form an essential part of every project set.
Skills developed
Three-dimensional design is defined as the design, prototyping and modelling or making
of primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, and environments, drawing upon
intellectual, creative and practical skills.
Within the context of three-dimensional design, students must demonstrate the ability to
use three-dimensional techniques and processes that are appropriate to the task. For
example model making, assembling, 3D design. This will be done using media and
materials, drawing materials e.g. plaster,clay, foam board, plastic, found materials, card
etc.
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Art (Fine Art)
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Miss H Thomas
hthomas@tgschool.net
AQA
60% Coursework, 40% Examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4
There are many reasons to study art. Careers in the creative industry are one of the
biggest growing sectors in the Uk. Studying Fine Art gives students opportunities for
self-exploration and self-expression, the chance to broaden horizons, build mental focus,
physical dexterity and resilience.
What does the course involve?
Students who chose Fine Art are keen to continue their creative journey and to learn
more about art and art practices by experimenting with a wide range of materials, media
and techniques. Students should be self motivated and have the ability to work
independently and to meet deadlines.
Over the two years students will produce work on two/three given topics or themes
which will make up your ‘Personal Portfolio’ worth 60% of your final GCSE.
During the course you should expect to develop your art and design skills further through
drawing, painting, printmaking and mixed media. You must show an understanding of
historical and contemporary art work and be able to express yourself verbally and
visually, as well as through written documentation in your sketchbook.
Throughout your Fine Art journey you will research and analyse the work of others and
use this to inform the development and refinement of your own ideas, leading to creative
personal responses to the sources you have studied.
You will have a final project to undertake in Year 11 which is your ‘Externally Set
Assignment’ and equates to 40% of your final grade; 10 hours of which you will use to
produce a final outcome under controlled conditions.
Differences from Year 9
The GCSE will require a more individual and self-motivated approach. You will often be
asked to collect research through drawing, making studies and taking photographs for
homework.
Skills developed
A wealth of creativity, experimentation, self-evaluation and review will be seen as you
develop your artistic pieces and portfolio. Your technical skills in a wide range of artistic
techniques will also grow through the course.
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Business Studies
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr D Chiang
DChiang@tgschool.net
Edexcel
100% external written examinations (two papers)

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Business is at the heart of modern society and an understanding of how it operates will
allow you to better understand the world around you.
What does the course involve?
Students will learn about business concepts, terminology, objectives, the integrated
nature of business activity and the impact of business on individuals and wider society.
We develop students as enterprising individuals with the ability to think commercially
and creatively to demonstrate business acumen, drawing on evidence to make informed
business decisions and solve business problems.
The course has two main themes investigating small business and building a business.
Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting
and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core
concepts through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business.
Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the
key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis
on aspects of marketing, operations, finance and human resources. It also considers the
impact of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows.
In both themes students will be introduced to local and national business contexts and
will develop an understanding of how these contexts impact business behaviour and
decisions.
These themes are then assessed at the end of the course through two externally set
examinations. Each exam is 90 minutes.
Skills developed
Students will demonstrate a wide range of transferable employable skills, whilst
empowering them to be critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. Students
will also harness quantitative skills relevant to business, including using and interpreting
data.
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Computer Science
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr J Partrick
jpartrick@tgschool.net
AQA
100% External Written Examinations (2 papers)

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Perhaps the main reason to study Computer Science is that it is a dynamic and rapidly
growing area that has become an integral part of the world we live in today. A 2020 UK
report showed that the growth in IT related job roles was 11% with nearly 3 million
people in tech related roles, and that a tenth of all job vacancies were tech related. It is
estimated that by June 2021 there will be 100,00 job openings per month.
What does the course involve?
Component 1 – Principles of Computer Science (50%)
This section will assess all theoretical components which include:
Demonstrating an understanding of what algorithms are. Understanding the
requirements for writing program code. Understanding binary representation, data
representation, data storage and compression, encryption and databases. Understanding
components of computer systems.Understanding computer networks, the internet and
the worldwide web. Demonstrating an awareness of emerging trends in computing
technologies, the impact of computing on individuals, society and the environment,
including ethical, legal and ownership issues.
Component 2 – Application of Computational Thinking (50%)
Based on a given scenario, the main focus of this component will be: Understanding of
what algorithms are, what they are used for and how they work; ability to interpret,
amend and create algorithms. Understanding how to develop program code and
constructs, data types, structures, input/output, operators and subprograms. The
scenario may also draw upon the range of computational elements as listed in
component one.
Skills developed
Students will develop and apply computational thinking skills to analyse problems and
design solutions across a range of contexts whilst gaining practical experience of
designing, writing, and testing computer programs that accomplish specific goals.
Students will develop an awareness of the impact of computing on individuals, society
and the environment, including ethical, legal and ownership issues.
This course is best suited to students with a high standard of mathematics and are
confident in developing their use of new languages.
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Dance
BTEC
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr L Ashworth
lashworth@tgschool.net
Pearson
50% practical, 50% coursework

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
BTEC Dance allows you to focus on the practical study of Dance. As a vocational course, it
will give you a real understanding of the dance industry. It is a fun and social subject that
also brings with it important skills in communication and confidence, which are
transferable to so many other fields of employment.
What does the course involve?
This is a creative, exciting and diverse course that challenges students’ practical and
theoretical ability in choreography, performance and appreciation. Due to the vocational
nature of the BTECs students will build skills in organisation, time management,
independent and collaborative work, selecting and refining information, as well as a host
of others. The course is practically based which provides lots of opportunities for creative
and performance work. From this course students can continue their study of dance at A
level or Level 3 BTEC or look to careers in the Performing Arts such as performance,
technical work, arts administration, teaching and community work.
Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts - Learners will develop their understanding
of the performing arts by examining practitioners’ work and the processes used to create
performance.
Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the performing arts - Learners will
study and develop their performing arts skills and techniques in Contemporary and Jazz
through the reproduction of professional repertoire.
Component 3: Performing to a Brief - Learners will be given the opportunity to work as
part of a group to create a workshop performance in response to a given brief and
stimulus.
Skills developed
Critical analysis of professional dance; choreography skills; contemporary technical and
performance skills; physical fitness; confidence; creative and problem solving; working
with others; leadership and resilience; rehearsal discipline; and safe dance practice.
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Design and Technology
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr C Ellis
cellis@tgschool.net
AQA
50% coursework, 50% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
The aim is to provide students the capacity to increase knowledge and understanding of
how technology has and continues to affect us! This results in students having an astute
awareness of the potential opportunities Design & Technology can offer.
Remembering… ‘Awareness is Key!’
Thinking…. ‘What ‘subject’ or ‘career’ hasn’t and more importantly isn’t affected by
technology!’
By studying design and technology, you’ll be able to build up your creativity, problem
solving, planning, computer designing, evaluation skills and gain an awareness of new
technologies. Multiple projects are done which have different disciplines which can lead
to many careers.
Skills developed
The AQA GCSE Design and Technology explores the iterative design process of exploring,
creating and evaluating.
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and
successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and
learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social,
cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work
creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise.
The GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles,
including a broad range of design processes, materials, techniques and equipment. They
will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth.
This course is best suited to students wishing to develop strong theoretical knowledge of
design principles and technical knowledge of materials, usually in preparation for A Level
Product Design.
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Drama
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:
written

Mrs J Arrow
jarrow@tgschool.net
Eduqas (WJEC)
40% Devising workshop, 20% Performance exam & 40%
exam (live theatre review and practical study of play text).

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Drama allows you to be creative and practical. It is a fun and social subject that also
brings with it important skills in communication and confidence, which are increasingly
significant in a variety of well respected industries.
What does the course involve?
The course is split into three sections and run over two years, combining practical and
written elements.
Component 1: Devising Theatre. Students will be assessed on either acting or design.
They will participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised
theatre, using either the techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or a genre, in
response to a stimulus set by the exam board. Students will document the process and
will write an evaluation of the final performance or design.
Component 2: Performing from a Text. Students will be assessed on either acting or
design. They will study two extracts from the same performance text. They explore the
text in practical workshops and produce a final polished performance using sections of
text from both extracts.
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre. Students will study a play text and explore it through
practical workshops. They will also watch and review a live piece of theatre. Students will
complete a final written examination lasting 1 hour 30 minutes.
Differences from Year 9
Students explore in depth a variety of genres and practitioners and use their ideas when
devising their own piece of drama. Students will complete a written examination under
timed conditions. They will also attend more than one theatre production as they will
write about performance in the examination.
Skills developed
Students are assessed on devising, performing and interpreting theatre. They develop
their communication skills throughout the course, as well as their performance skills and
ability to reflect on and evaluate theatre. Students become more confident, cooperative
and empathetic while studying drama. This subject allows their social and personal skills
to flourish.
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Engineering Design
Cambridge Nationals
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

Mr M Gresham
mgresham@tgschool.net
OCR (draft specification TBC)
40% examination, 60% coursework

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
The world around us is designed in some way. Modern living relies on products and
systems created to support how we live. Design comes from the ability to think creatively
and to be able to imagine ‘what if …?’ Some of the greatest human achievements have
come from creative design engineering, allowing the realisation of some truly remarkable
change in our world. We are surrounded by products that have been created to solve a
problem. Design solutions are developed by following a design strategy or the iterative
process and gaining an understanding of how products are manufactured to ensure that
the ideas can be produced effectively.
Assessment:
The course consists of 3 units of study for students to be successful in this course. The
course is run over 2 years and consists of a 1 hour and 15 minutes exam, 40% of the
grade. In addition, it has 2 mandatory coursework units which are both worth 30% of the
final grade. Students will have to submit a portfolio at the end of each unit for
submission and these deadlines will be staggered throughout the 2 year course.
Students will have approximately 48 guided learning hours for the exam unit and 36
hours for each of the Non Exam Assessment (coursework) units.
What does the course involve?
The Engineering Design course is aimed at developing knowledge, understanding and
practical modelling skills that would be used in the engineering and development sectors.
Through a variety of activities the students will develop skills in both 2D and 3D
engineering design techniques, designing new products that meet a design brief and
communicating design ideas.
These skills will help the students to develop independence and confidence in using skills
that can be used in life and work situations, such as; completing research to inform
design ideas, solving problems by exploring design options and finding imaginative
solutions through creative thinking.
What will students study as part of this qualification?
Unit 1: Principles of engineering design
Students will learn about the different strategies, the stages involved in the iterative
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design process, the type of information needed to develop a design brief and
specification and the manufacturing considerations that can influence a design. 1 hour
and 15 minutes exam, 40% of the grade
Unit 2: Communicating designs
Students will learn how to develop techniques in sketching and gain industrial skills in
engineering drawing using standard conventions that include dimensioning and
representations of mechanical features. They will enhance their confidence and
capabilities using Computer Aided Design (CAD), 2D and 3D software to produce accurate
and detailed drawings and models that visually communicate the designs. 12-15 hours to
complete a portfolio for submission
Unit 3 : Developing and presenting engineering designs
Students will learn how designers can create and test models to develop a working
prototype of a design. Developing virtual modelling skills using Computer Aided Design
software and physical modelling skills to produce a high quality model that will simulate
the prototype. 12-15 hours to complete a portfolio for submission
What knowledge and skills will the student develop and how might these be of use in
further studies?
The Engineering Design course will enable students to learn about the design process,
understand how it can be used to design effective solutions for a given design brief.
Students will develop the ability to communicate their design ideas through the use of
sketches and engineering drawings and computer aided design. The students will also be
able to evaluate the design of a product, through the disassembly of existing products or
the use of modelling for new designs.
These skills will help progress onto further study in the engineering design and
development sector. This may be Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as the Cambridge
Technical in Engineering, A Levels, such as A Level Design and Technology, or one of the
number of Design and Development Technician Apprenticeships. It is anticipated that
these qualifications will also enable the students to progress onto a T Level such as
Design and Development for Engineering and Manufacturing, when they are available.
New course specification & criteria. Draft version. Awaiting confirmation of guided learning
hours and assessment therefore please note possibility of slight change to units.
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Food Preparation & Nutrition
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs T Hunt
thunt@tgschool.net
AQA
50% Exam (1 section)
50% Non - Exam Assessed which consists of 1 investigation
1,500 - 2,000 word report. 1 Food Preparation Assessment which consists of a written
report and a three hour practical exam. You will be expected to prepare and cook three
dishes within three hours. (NEA: 15% Study, 35% Practical Task)
Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Learning about food and nutrition is a useful life skill. The course gives you the
knowledge and understanding to prepare and cook a variety of dishes and understand
nutritional needs through life.
The course is a good foundation for those who wish to pursue a career in the food
industry.
What does the course involve?
This is an excellent qualification for those wishing to go into the food industry but also for
those wishing to learn a life skill.
●

Key Focus developing cooking skills

●

Understanding and application of key nutritional principles

●

Understand of food provenance

●

Knowledge and application of the working characteristics and properties of food
materials

●

Students will be expected to provide most ingredients but products should be
suitable for home use.

Differences from Year 9
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition develops knowledge and understanding about
ingredients and how products are made. It looks at functional properties, nutritional
choices as well as creative indulgent options. KS3 sets the foundation knowledge of
nutrition and begins the development of key skills. If you want to learn to cook for life,
this is your option. Also suitable for students interested in the many career opportunities
the food and dietetic industry offers.

14

Skills developed
These include a full range of practical skills to prepare and cook food alongside many
‘transferable skills’ including literacy, numeracy, communication, decision making and
detailed skills in analysis & evaluation. You will develop your knowledge and
understanding of food, provenance and how to ‘fuel your body’ for optimum health. You
will learn about the function and properties of ingredients and how these change with
processing and cooking techniques. By the end of the course you will be able to use food
as a social vehicle for spending time with family and friends.You need to eat to live, and
you live better if you eat well - by taking this subject you’ll be able to! It is also an
excellent platform for considering careers in health, nutrition, food technology, teaching
and food preparation, food science and service work. If you wish to continue your studies
in KS5 we offer a two year course in Food Science and Nutrition which builds on the
topics covered at KS4.
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French
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs H Frid
hfrid@tgschool.net
Edexcel
100% exam (25% listening, 25% speaking, 25% reading and
25% writing)

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
One language sets you on a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the
way! Language skills can be a significant competitive advantage that sets you apart from
your monolingual peers - English is no longer enough! They are among the top 8 skills
required of all occupations. Language is the most direct connection to other cultures and
being able to communicate exposes us to and fosters an appreciation for the traditions,
religions, arts and history of the people associated with that language. And what’s more,
travelling as a speaker of the local language can revolutionise a trip abroad! Opting for
GCSE French means you will embark on a journey which you will be forever grateful for. It
will allow you to open your eyes and mind to the world around you, it will help you to
explore the language and culture of French speaking countries, it will allow you to set
yourself apart from your monolingual peers in the search for employment. With
knowledge of French you can travel to places like France, Canada, Monaco, Switzerland,
the Seychelles, the list is endless, and you won’t feel like a stranger.
What does the course involve?
GCSE French helps you explore a wide range of topics, from celebrations and festivals,
through getting by as a tourist in France to international campaigns and events. You will
learn about French culture through a range of interesting topics which will add to your
understanding of the language and other Francophone countries.
Differences from Year 9
During Year 9, students will have prepared for the GCSE course by completing extended
writing tasks and conversation topics as well as practising role-plays and translations.
During Years 10 and 11, students will continue to prepare extended writing pieces on
various topics, such as local area, holidays, schools around the world, work experience
and voluntary work. They will also prepare conversation topics.
Students will also rehearse role-plays, prepare spoken and written picture descriptions
and they will be given regular opportunities to develop their skills in translation to French
and English.
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Students will be regularly tested on GCSE vocabulary learning and will use their revision
guides at home for independent work.
Skills developed
The ability to listen to, understand and speak French in a range of contexts and for a
variety of purposes; develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly; develop an interest in and a knowledge of the culture of countries and
communities where French is spoken. You will also practise translation skills, which will
prepare you for a smooth transition into AS and A Level.
You will develop all these skills while covering the following topics:
Identity and culture - Who am I?, Daily life, Cultural life.
Local area, holiday and travel - Holidays, Travel and tourist transactions, Town, region
and country.
School - What school is like, School activities.
Future aspirations, study and work - Using languages beyond the classroom, Ambitions,
Work.
International and global dimension - Bringing the world together, Environmental issues.
What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people
without them. They stand out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting
horizons. Taking GCSE French means you will:

17

●

Add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone
who reads your CV.

●

Be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or
improve employability if you would like to work abroad. Be able to work or study
in a French-speaking country in later life.

●

Be able to study AS and A level French courses to further your knowledge of the
language and culture. Find it easier to learn other languages later if you want to.

Geography
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr N Bennett
nbennett@tgschool.net
Eduqas
100% examination.

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Geography is about understanding the world we live in and our impact on it. There is no
more relevant time to study it.
What does the course involve?
You will study three units which cover:
●

Changing Places – Changing Economies. Here students will cover key ideas such
as 'urbanisation in contrasting global cities' and 'global development issues.'

●

Changing Environments. Here students may cover ideas such as flooding, coastal
erosion ‘extreme weather’ and examine 'climate change – cause and effect'

●

Environmental Challenges: Here students cover ideas such as 'ecosystems under
threat,’ ‘ desertification' and ‘water shortage and drought.’

Exam 1 will cover all 3 themes while Exam 2 will adopt a problem solving approach to a
contemporary geographical issue. Exam 3 will be based on a minimum of 2 days of
fieldwork from a human and physical geography context.
Differences from Year 9
GCSE Geography is a demanding, rigorous and academic course, with an emphasis on
extended writing, thinking skills and the application of geographical knowledge. Some of
the content studied at Key Stage 3 will be developed further but many of the topics will
be new.
Skills developed
As a geographer, you will learn to use a wide range of resources, data analysis, maps and
GIS. You will understand processes and to discuss issues and understand different points
of view, justify your opinions and evaluate as well as offer solutions to problems both in
the United Kingdom and other parts of the world. Fieldwork will develop teamwork and
report writing skills.
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German
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr A Blagona & Mr L Read
ablagona@tgschool.net lread@tgschool.net
Edexcel
100% exam (25% listening, 25% speaking, 25% reading and
25% writing)

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Ludwig Wittgenstein, one of the greatest thinkers of the modern world, once said "The
limits of my language mean the limits of my world". Learning any new language doesn't
just offer you a new skill - it offers you an insight into a culture, a people, their history
and their whole world. It really is a key to a door that, very often, you didn't realise
existed. If you want a more concrete reason to learn a new language, how about the fact
that German is the second most used scientific language? Or maybe that German is the
most widely spoken mother language in the European Union, and around 7.5 million
people in 42 countries worldwide belong to a German-speaking minority? If you want to
earn money, then German has been ranked 3rd for economic value in the world, and the
highest paid foreign language for British people to learn. In terms of your lessons at KS4,
be prepared not to just use a textbook, but to use online, interactive resources like
Quizlet, watch film and TV excerpts, listen to German-language music, and maybe even
get on a plane and visit Berlin or a Christmas market!
What does the course involve?
GCSE German helps you explore a wide range of topics, from celebrations and festivals,
through getting by as a tourist in Germany to international campaigns and events. You
will learn about German culture through a range of interesting topics which will add to
your understanding of the language and country.
Differences from Year 9
You already know a lot of the vocabulary and grammar you’ll need for GCSE: you know
how to talk about yourself, your family and friends, your hobbies, where you live and
school. You‘ll build on this knowledge during your GCSE course, and move onto new
topics.
Skills developed
The ability to listen to, understand and speak German in a range of contexts and for a
variety of purposes; develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly; develop an interest in and a knowledge of the culture of countries and
communities where German is spoken. You will also practise translation skills, which will
prepare you for a smooth transition into AS and A Level.
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What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people
without them. They stand out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting
horizons. Taking GCSE German means you will:
●

Add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone
who reads your CV.

●

Be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or
improve employability if you would like to work abroad. Be able to work or study
in a German-speaking country in later life.

●

Be able to study AS and A level German courses to further your knowledge of
the language and culture. Find it easier to learn other languages later if you
want to.
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Graphic Communication
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs C. Spinks
cspinks@tgschool.net
AQA
60% Coursework, 40% Examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Careers in the creative sector are one of the biggest growing sectors in the UK. Employers
like to employ people who are innovative, have the ability to problem solve and come up
with new solutions. There are many transferable skills with the main one being how to
communicate effectively. The creative field is really reaping the benefits of the rise of
new technologies hence there being a multitude of job prospects.
What does the course involve?
Graphic Communication explores a variety of graphic art forms including poster and
advertising design, typography and packaging design. You will look at a variety of
contextual sources in the development of your portfolios, respond to briefs and develop
outcomes. During your work you will analyse the strengths and weaknesses of other
forms of graphic communication and respond to them through the development of your
own. You will employ a combination of digital/online portfolios, digital editing and
rendering, as well as three dimensional and practical based modelling, printmaking and
other experimental techniques depending on a student's own intentions. You will explore
a variety of contextual sources throughout the projects, and consider how your work can
be developed with a specific client, audience or purpose in mind. Your responses to
designers/artists will need to be expressed verbally and visually, as well as through
written documentation in a digital portfolio.
Skills developed
Over the two year course and within a wide range of activities you will build up a varied
skill set by responding to and working within the parameters of a client/target market
and focusing on their needs, using varied hand rendering and drawing methods, colour
theory, lay-out, experimentation through printmaking, using digital media to show
development and progression of ideas whilst being creative, experimental and original.
You will also develop transferable skills. You will learn to progressively develop
experiments, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your work as you progress: you
will practice the skills of analysis and evaluation, and use them to refine your emerging
practice.
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Health & Social Care
BTEC Tech Award
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs J Power
jpower@tgschool.net
Edexcel
60% coursework, 40% external assessment

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
BTEC level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care provides you with the knowledge and
employability skills needed to succeed in higher education and employment. This course
gives you the opportunity to examine the many different roles within the Health and
Social care sector and gain an understanding of the skills and qualifications needed.
What does the course involve?
This BTEC Tech Award gives you the opportunity to build skills that show an aptitude for
further learning both in the health and social care sector and more widely.
The two internally assessed components focus on:
Knowledge and understanding of human growth and development
Knowledge and understanding of how people deal with major life events
Knowledge and understanding of health and social care services
Practical demonstration of care values, together with the ability to reflect on your own
performance.
The component 3 external examination assessment builds directly on the two internally
assessed components and enables learning to be brought together and related to a
real-life situation. You will assess an individual’s health and wellbeing and use this to
create a health and wellbeing improvement plan.
How will I be assessed?
60% Portfolio based assessments, including the option of work-related learning, 40%
External assessment based on a key task that requires you to demonstrate that you can
identify and use effectively an appropriate selection of skills, techniques, concepts,
theories and knowledge from across the whole qualification.

Skills developed
You will develop transferable skills, such as written communication, skills in applying care
values which are common across the sector (some of which are transferable to other
sectors that involve interactions with clients or customers) and skills in analysing
information and communicating for a specific purpose. All these will support your
progression to Level 3 vocational or academic qualifications.
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History
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr P Billimore
pbillimore@tgschool.net
Edexcel
100% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
History has some great stories and they are real, sometimes all too real, as you will
discover on this course!
What does the course involve?
The course involves studying four very different types of History.
●

A study of Modern America 1954-1975; the course will focus on the struggle for
Civil Rights and the conflict in Vietnam.

●

A British depth study based on Norman and Anglo-Saxon England c 1060-1088;
will focus on the Norman invasion under William the Conqueror and its impact
on all aspects of English society.

●

A period study of the American West c 1835-1895: we will consider the clash of
cultures between the American Indians and the European Settlers in the
nineteenth century.

●

A thematic study of Medicine in Britain from c 1250 to the present. We will
consider why and how medical practice has changed and progressed through
the centuries. As part of this section of the course a special study will be made
of the historic environment in this case it will be injuries, treatment and the
trenches in the British of the Western Front in the First World War.

Differences from Year 9
GCSE History builds on the work done at key stage 3. The skills learnt will be built upon
and a range of new skills will be developed, most of the content will be new and studied
more in depth.
Skills developed
Studying History at GCSE level will allow you to develop your thinking and reasoning
skills, improve your analysis of different types of evidence and will allow you to produce
cogent arguments.
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IT
Cambridge Nationals Level 2 Technical Award
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Ms S Vince
svince@tgschool.net
OCR. Cambridge National
60% coursework, 40% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Preparation for an ever changing digital world where IT skills are a necessity.
What does the course involve?
This course focuses on skills, knowledge and understanding required in the IT sector. It
includes learning about the fundamental principles and concepts of IT, including the use
of IT in the digital world, the Internet of Everything, data manipulation and working with
Augmented Reality. This qualification will also provide students with specific and
transferable skills and a solid foundation in understanding and applying this subject,
whether it is in employment or higher education.
Unit RO50: IT in the digital world (Examination)
The main focus of this unit is to know how IT is used in a digital world. Students will learn
about how Human Computer Interfaces (HCI) are designed for various devices, the
hardware and software needed, and how users interact with an HCI. Students will also
learn about data types, data manipulation and data collection. Understanding the
threats and impacts of cyber-security, together with prevention methods as well as
legislation related to the use of IT systems is another key element. There is also a focus
on how we use digital communication tools such as collaboration, social media, video,
audio and websites, as well as the digital devices we use to access digital content. We
look at methods of distribution of digital content over various mediums, such as email,
mobile apps, websites and how we connect using 4G/5G, bluetooth, Wi-Fi and wired
connections. The final area of study is the Internet of Everything, which focuses on
connection via ‘smart’ devices and how various sectors such as health, military, business,
transport and manufacturing use ‘smart’ technology.
Unit RO60: Data manipulation using spreadsheets (Coursework)
Data manipulation is an important part of many job roles, supporting development and
growth in different sectors. Data is manipulated for many different purposes. This unit
teaches students how to use spreadsheets to input, process and output data. Students
will be given a set brief and will plan and design a spreadsheet solution.
Unit RO70: Using Augmented Reality to present information
Augmented Reality (AR) has made it possible to present information so that users can see
more detail in items/products with 2D or 3D images and can place the item digitally in
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their surroundings. AR provides increased engagement, interaction and a richer user
experience. Students will investigate the different sectors where AR can be used such as
Architecture, Education, Entertainment, Retail and Lifestyle. They will learn the basics
and different types of Augmented Reality, how it works, how it is used and create a
model prototype to a set brief.
Skills Developed
Students will be equipped with a range of skills and provided opportunities to develop, in
context, transferable skills such as research, planning, testing and reviewing as well as
specific skills required in the IT industry.
Assessments
There is a written exam, which is taken at the end of Year 11. The exam unit underpins
the knowledge required to complete the coursework units.
The coursework units are assessed by teaching staff and once taught, are completed
independently by the student. This means that all students must be well organised,
diligent and hard-working from the very start of the course.
Progression routes

Complementary subjects
Computer Science
Media Studies
Business Studies
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Latin
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr J Warburton
jwarburton@tgschool.net
Eduqas
100% Written Examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Latin GCSE has long been a cornerstone of a classical education. Latin not only allows a
basis for the study of Romance languages but also for English. The skills that you will
develop from your studies will allow for a greater understanding of the grammar and
structure of the English language. You will also study the Roman civilisation, which allows
you to look back into the lives of Britons and Romans living in our area nearly 2000 years
ago. We also look at ancient beliefs regarding magic, superstition, and witchcraft. Latin is
highly valued by universities and colleges and is also fun to learn!
What does the course involve?
The makeup of the course consists of external written examination only. There is no
coursework element. Latin is assessed at the end of Year 11. Latin is the basis of all of the
romance languages and is still a much sought after subject. The EDUQAS Latin course
uses the Cambridge Schools Latin Project as a basis for the language and background. You
will not only translate and begin to form short Latin sentences yourself, you will learn
about the civilization of Ancient Rome and look at Rome’s greatest authors, orators and
statesmen.
Course Structure
Component 1 – Latin Language written examination. 1hr 30 minutes: 50% of the
Qualification
The paper is divided into two sections.
Section A - A range of short comprehension questions testing understanding of the
storyline (55% of the marks for this component). Translation of a passage from Latin to
English, with a graduation of difficulty (35% of the marks for this component).
Section B - Latin Grammar: Recognise, analyse and explain in terms of syntax and
accidence. (10% of the marks for this component).
Component 2 – Latin literature and Sources (Themes) Written Examination: 1hr 15
minutes: 30% of the Qualification
A prescription of Latin Literature, both prose and verse, on a theme together with
prescribed ancient course materials on the same theme. The theme is magic and
superstition. This is an open book assessment.
3b: A prescribed topic on Roman Civilisation, a choice of one or two topics offered.: 1hr:
20% of the Qualification
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Media Studies
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Ms S Vince
svince@tgschool.net
OCR. GCSE
30% coursework, 70% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Enabling a wider understanding and appreciation of the media in both a historical and
contemporary context.
What does the course involve?
This course allows students to demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking,
decision-making and analysis by acquiring knowledge and understanding of a range of
important media issues. Students will learn subject specific terminology to analyse and
compare media products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in
order to make informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw
conclusions about media issues in a social, cultural, historical and political context. They
will also develop practical skills by producing a media product from a range of set briefs.
Television and promoting media (Examination - set brief)
Students will conduct an in-depth study which covers a contemporary and a historic
television product. The focus is on the changes to mainstream television drama over
time, looking particularly at how representations and audiences change over time.
Students then look at how conglomerate organisations function with regard to
production, distribution and circulation of a set film, how it is advertised and marketed to
a specific target audience and how they use their subsidiaries to produce other media
products, such as video games.
Music and The News (Examination - set brief)
Students will conduct an in-depth study into a music magazine, music videos and radio.
The music magazine in particular will focus on ownership, funding, production processes
and regulation, as well as exploring structure and layout and how magazines construct
representations.
Music Videos are studied with regard to media language, how specifically camera shots,
framing, angle, lighting and other elements are used to create meaning to the audience.
Radio is studied in relation to ownership, regulation and audience theory with regard to
the gratification received by consuming the product.
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When studying News, students will look particularly at the changes in news consumption,
from paper to online news, the use of social media feeds and audience interpretation,
regulation of online content, audience categorisation and how the selection, combination
and exclusion of elements of media language can influence meaning in online, social and
participatory news media. Students will also explore historical and contemporary front
covers of newspapers with regard to social, cultural, historical and political context.
Creating Media (NEA/Coursework)
Students are given the opportunity to apply their knowledge and understanding of media
to research, plan and create a practical production piece, from a set brief in the following
media forms: magazine, television, music video, online website.
Skills Developed
Students will be able to demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis, as
well as be able to analyse and compare media products. They will be able to use and
apply subject specific terminology and develop their own practical skills by creating an
independent media production.
Assessments
There is a written exam, which is taken at the end of Year 11. The exam unit underpins
the knowledge required to complete the coursework units.
The coursework units are assessed by teaching staff and once taught, are completed
independently by the student. This means that all students must be well organised,
diligent and hard-working from the very start of the course.
Progression routes

28

Music
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr N Reynolds
nreynolds@tgschool.net
Eduqas
60% coursework (30% performance, 30% composition),
40% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
This is an excellent qualification for current musicians, particularly if it is your hobby and
you enjoy it. The course will help develop your knowledge and understanding of music
theory and its history, improve your playing and develop your composing.
What does the course involve?
The course is divided into three parts:
●

Performing – you have to perform one solo piece and one ensemble piece.

●

Composing – you compose several pieces in different styles before choosing
your most successful composition to develop further. You then compose a
second piece from a brief set by Eduqas.

●

Listening and Appraising – you study different structures and conventions in
music from a wide range of styles. You have to analyse two set works and must
therefore be willing to understand and learn about music theory.

It is advisable that you are having instrument or singing lessons throughout the course as
all work is centred around a basic knowledge of music. If you currently do not play an
instrument or sing it is expected that you start focusing on a performance straight away
and where possible take lessons with a specialist teacher. Students will be asked to take
part in extracurricular activities and concert performances either through performance
or backstage work.
Differences from Year 9
We will spend more time understanding how music works and relating this to four
different areas of study. We will learn to compose using notation software as well as
programs such as GarageBand and Logic Pro X.
Skills developed
Within your study of GCSE Music, listening skills, confidence through performing,
creativity through composing, literacy, numeracy and foreign languages are all skills that
you develop. Music is a subject where you are continually striving to improve through
setting and evaluating your own targets – a skill that will always make you successful in
life.
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Music Technology
RSL Level 2 (Vocational)
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr N Reynolds
nreynolds@tgschool.net
RSL
40% External Assessment, 60% Internal Assessment

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
This unique and popular qualification provides a vocationally relevant course in popular
music, which allows for progression into the music or recording industry. You can study
this course and not need to play an instrument.
What does the course involve?
The course is split into three units.
1.
2.

3.

Musical Knowledge - You will study and analyse musical styles within Popular
Music and the various distinctive traits that comprise them.
Music Sequencing and Production - This unit is to develop your skills in using
music sequencing software such as Logic Pro X. You will produce a 3-5 minute
composition demonstrating knowledge of synthesis, sampling, editing, MIDI,
quantisation, automation, mixing and project management. This composition
can be in any style you wish.
Sound Recording - In this unit you will learn the sound recording process. You
will plan and undertake a studio recording of a piece of music. You will develop
your analytical, organisational and recording, mixing and communication skills.

Differences from Year 9
At Key Stage 3, you will have experienced elements of Music Technology and found this
side of Music fun. This course expands on this work, and gives you the practical freedom
to experiment and refine your skills.
Skills developed
You will develop vocational skills required to support your journey into the music
industry. You will become familiar with Logic Pro X and microphones, as well as plugins
and effects required for a professional recording.
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Photography
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs F Raleigh
fraleigh@tgschool.net
AQA
60% coursework, 40% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Careers in the creative Industry are one of the biggest growing sectors in the Uk. As we
live in a digital age it is important to be able to record and manipulate images of the
world around us. Studying photography and learning to experiment with darkroom
technique and digital processes gives you an excellent foundation to study a range of
creative subjects at key stage 5
What does the course involve?
GCSE Photography is an extremely broad course in which students are exposed to a wide
variety of techniques, processes and contextual references as they develop their skills
and understanding of the context of modern day Photography. During Year 10, students
study the history of Photography and development of processes, experiment with
pinhole Photography, Darkroom techniques, photomontage and Macro photography.
Students study different approaches to composition and the impact of Photography on
public perception. In Year 11, students develop a personalised project which challenges
their ability to create independent experiments, before moving on to the final, externally
set exam project. When presenting your work, you will employ both practical, sketchbook
based techniques and digital/online portfolios, thereby demonstrating versatility in your
approach.
Skills developed
Within a wide range of activities your photographic skills (in the use of light, viewpoints,
composition, depth-of-field and darkroom techniques) will be developed alongside
essential project work skills. You will develop both digital image gathering and editing,
and manual chemical skills and experiment with a broad range of processes. You will
learn to progressively develop experiments, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of
your work as you progress: you will practice the skills of analysis and evaluation, and use
them to refine your emerging practice. The skills you develop during this course will be
ideally suited to further study at Key Stage 5, or a further career in lens and light based
careers.
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Physical Education
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr R Myhill
rmyhill@tgschool.net
AQA
40% practical assessment (30% Performance, 3 activities &
10% Analysis & Evaluation), 60% examination - 2 x 1 hour 15
minute papers, 30 % each examination.

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Year on year, the sport industry shows continued growth in employment and forecasts
suggest this trend will continue. This comes from increased knowledge and
understanding of the benefits of regular participation in sport and physical activity. You
will explore how all the body systems work together to produce movements and perform
to the desired level. You will delve into sponsorship, commercialisation and media within
sport. If you are interested in all the PE and sports domain this course is for you.
What does the course involve?
The Physical Education course has a practical (40%) and a theoretical component (60%).
Theory Component
In the theoretical component students will study the following topics: applied anatomy
and physiology, including the skeletal, muscular, cardio-respiratory systems, movement
analysis including levers and planes of movement. They will also study physical training
including components of fitness and methods/ principles of training. Sports psychology is
also taught including skill classification, information processing and feedback.
Socio-cultural influences and how this affects performance and participation as well as
health, fitness and well-being and the use of data.
Practical Component
In the practical component students will be assessed in three physical activities as a
player or performer. Students will be assessed in one individual activity, one team activity
and the third activity either a team or individual activity. Students would benefit hugely
from playing school sports or taking part in sports activities outside school.
Differences from Year 9
The course has three lessons a fortnight. Students will have 1 theory lesson per week and
1 practical lesson a fortnight throughout Year 10 and 11. The majority of the theory
lessons are based in a classroom. Students will also use core PE lessons to be assessed in
their practical activities. Assignments and exams are also completed within this subject.
Skills developed
As well as your sporting skills, communication and teamwork will be essential skills
developed. Through your activities you will also refine your analysis and evaluation skills
as you reflect on performance. Your ability to work independently will be developed also.
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Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs J Wood
jwood@tgschool.net
AQA
100% external examination, 2 x 1 hour 45 minutes exams

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
This is a very engaging course about people and what they believe. You will examine a
range of beliefs and actions, which will help you understand the diverse world we live in.
What does the course involve?
Students will be following the AQA GCSE ‘Religious Studies A’ specification (Route A)
which consists of two components:
Component 1 is the study of religious beliefs and practices in Christianity and Islam.
Christian beliefs: Key beliefs in Christianity and how beliefs influence Christians today as
individuals, communities and societies. Christian practices: A study of how Christians put
the teachings of Jesus into practice in their everyday lives. What impact does this have on
society? How do Christians worship?
Islamic beliefs: Key beliefs in Islam and how they influence Muslims today as individuals,
communities and societies. Islamic practices: A study of how Muslims put their faith into
action. How do Muslims pray? How can they put their beliefs into practice in their
everyday lives? What impact does this have on society?
Component 2 is the thematic study of four religious, philosophical and ethical themes.
Relationships and Families: This topical, current affairs unit will involve students learning
about different societal attitudes, non religious and religious views on sex, marriage,
family, contraception, divorce and gender equality.
Religion and Life: A philosophical and ethical investigation into questions such as Why are
we here? How did the world begin? What is the purpose of human life? Issues of
abortion, euthanasia and animal experimentation will be discussed.
Crime and Punishment: What are the different reasons people commit crime? What are
the ethical and philosophical implications of capital punishment, corporal punishment
and forgiveness?
Human Rights and Social Justice: A philosophical and ethical investigation into issues
surrounding justice and injustice in the world. Human rights and social responsibility,
equality and justice.
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Skills developed
GCSE RPE will develop your communication skills through extensive debating. The ability
to listen, have empathy for others, express your opinions and consider the viewpoints of
others will all be key skills as you learn more in this subject. This subject will also develop
your skills as a critical and abstract thinker, your ability to write persuasively and with
analytical detail.
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Spanish
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs J Keys & Mrs L Hurtado
jkeys@tgschool.net lhurtado-read@tgschool.net
Edexcel
100% exam (25% listening, 25% speaking, 25% reading and
25% writing)

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
There are more than 400 million Spanish speakers in 21 countries where Spanish is the
national language. It is considered one the easiest languages to learn and is completely
phonetic, meaning that its pronunciation is relatively straightforward. More than 2
million British people visit Spain for a holiday each year, attracted by its sunny climate
and lengthy coastlines. Mexico is also becoming an increasingly popular holiday
destination. By studying Spanish to GCSE, you gain a useful level of fluency that will
enable you to travel as well as enjoy a wide range of Hispanic culture that is becoming
increasingly accessible. In addition, it will offer you a useful qualification that will enable
you to study Spanish at A level or to pick it back up as an option as part of your university
course.
What does the course involve?
GCSE Spanish helps you explore a wide range of topics, from celebrations and festivals,
through getting by as a tourist in Spain to international campaigns and events. You will
learn about Spanish culture through a range of interesting topics which will add to your
understanding of the language and country. Learn more about countries where the
language is spoken, and the people who speak it.
Differences from Year 9
You already know a lot of the vocabulary and grammar you’ll need for GCSE: you know
how to talk about yourself, your family and friends, your hobbies, where you live and
school. You‘ll build on this knowledge during your GCSE course, and move on to new
topics.
Skills developed
The ability to listen to, understand and speak Spanish in a range of contexts and for a
variety of purposes; develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly; develop an interest in and a knowledge of the culture of countries and
communities where Spanish is spoken. You will also practise translation skills, which will
prepare you for a smooth transition into AS and A Level.

35

Sport
BTEC First Award
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr R Myhill
rmyhill@tgschool.net
Edexcel
75% Internally assessed work, 25% externally assessed by an
online examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Year on year, the sport industry shows continued growth in employment and forecasts
suggest this trend will continue. This comes from increased knowledge and
understanding of the benefits of regular participation in sport and physical activity. This
qualification enables learners to develop sector specific skills such as sport analysis, sport
leadership and personal skills such as communication, planning and time management,
through practical and skills-based approach, investigating provisions for sport including
equipment and facilities to enhance sport, planning and delivery of sport drills and
sessions and fitness for sport including fitness testing and methodology.
What does the course involve?
The BTEC course involves students producing assignments in different modules. These
modules are Fitness for Sport and Exercise, Practical Performance in Sport, Applying the
Principles of Personal Training, The Mind and Sports Performance, The Sports Performer
in Action, Leading Sports Activities. Fitness for Sport and Exercise is assessed externally
by an online exam, consisting of multiple choice, short and long answer questions.
Students will be taught each of the 3 units one after each other. Unit 1 Fitness for Sport
and exercise and Unit 2 Practical Sport performance can be taught mostly through
practical settings (as can Leading Sports Activities -if we select this unit). The other units
are mainly classroom theory based units.
Differences from GCSE
Within the BTEC your sporting performance is assessed through a written assignment
including skills involved and a self-analysis, whereas the practical aspect of the GCSE is
assessed through performance only. The BTEC course has a 25% external exam and 75%
internal assignments.
Skills developed
The BTEC framework comprises skills that are essential to success in learning, life and
work. In essence, the framework captures the essential skills of managing yourself,
managing relationships with others, managing your own learning, performance and
work. It is these skills that will enable you to enter work and adult life more confident
and capable.

36

Statistics
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mr B Mills
bmills@tgschool.net
Edexcel
100% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Statistics provide efficient and precise ways of describing real world phenomena resulting
from the collection of “good data”. The processes of collecting, organising, analysing,
interpreting, and most importantly presentation of results provide organisations the
information to “do what they do” efficiently and effectively.
What does the course involve?
The age of statistics is upon us. Statistics are being collected and used at an increasing
rate in business, politics and science. In the real world we are constantly bombarded
through the media with graphs, economic data such as retail price index (RPI) and various
other statistical statements.
You will need very little previous statistical knowledge to be able to take this course. In
Key Stage 3 you will already have covered some data-handling work in maths lessons,
which will be repeated at the beginning of this course.
Foundation students need to have a basic understanding of accuracy, fractions, decimals
and percentages. Whereas Higher-level students need, in addition, to be familiar with the
equation of a straight line and have a basic understanding of the shapes of exponential
curves. In this course, you will learn:
●

how to collect, summarise and represent unbiased data

●

the skills necessary to read, analyse and interpret data and various diagrams and
statistical statements accurately

●

to develop your ability to reason and discuss results

●

how to predict what will happen in the future by making forecasts based on
statistical results and considering the probability of something happening.

Skills developed
By the end of the course you will be able to plan an investigation, collect and analyse
data and how to interpret the meaning of your results. This would be very useful for a
range of careers and further study at age 16 e.g. Actuary, Accountancy, Computer
Programming, Environmental Scientists, Forensics, Pharmaceuticals, Psychology and
Insurance to name a few. This course will also support your learning towards your
Mathematics GCSE.
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Textile Design
GCSE
Course Leader:
Contact Email:
Examination Board:
Assessment:

Mrs F Raleigh
fraleigh@tgschool.net
AQA
60% coursework, 40% examination

Why should I study this subject at Key Stage 4?
Careers in the creative industry are one of the biggest growing sectors in the Uk.During
the course students learning to manipulate a range of materials into three dimensional
products,experimenting with shape and form. This gives students a solid foundation to
study at key stage five product design, print making, textiles and fashion.
What does the course involve?
Students who choose to study Textile Design at GCSE are keen to design and make
creative and unique pieces of textile work, working with a range of materials such as
fabrics, papers and plastics. It is an exciting subject which encourages you to consider
technological advances, as well as traditional textile skills, knowledge and understanding.
You will work towards three given themes/topics throughout the course which will make
up your ‘Personal Portfolio’ worth 60% of your final GCSE.
You will learn about different areas of textile design such as fabric construction,
manipulation, surface decoration, pattern and repeated design, and will gain an
understanding of fibres, fabrics and components.
You will be creative in your approach and learn how designers get inspiration for design
ideas; understand the issues which influence textile design; investigate methods to
colour, decorate and stitch textile products; as well as researching and analysing a range
of contextual sources to help influence and inspire your creative thinking.
Your design journey will lead to the development and refinement of your own personal
ideas in response to the sources you have studied.
You will have a final project to undertake in year 11 which is your ‘Externally Set
Assignment’ and equates to 40% of your final grade; 10 hours of which you will use to
produce a final outcome under controlled conditions.
Skills developed
Over time you will be able to produce exciting and creative designs, to develop a range of
textile techniques and construct a range of craft products. Individual work on projects
will be essential and develop your time management skills. You will learn to
progressively develop experiments, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your
work as you progress: you will practice the skills of analysis and evaluation, and use them
to refine your emerging practice. The skills you develop during this course will be ideally
suited to further study at Key Stage 5, or a further career in a Textiles based role.
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