
⇜Key Stage 2

7 8 9 Key Stage 4 ⇝

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer

My World

Family and Pets

My Free Time

My School
In Town

Holidays

The Media

Healthy Living

Daily Routines

Going out and 
Socialising

Back to School Free Time Friendships

Core
Knowledge

The ‘My World’ unit looks at 
the common language of 

frequently used words and in 
the classroom. Students will 
encounter common regular 
verbs, and be reminded of 
numbers, the alphabet. We 
will learn how to describe 

ourselves and others, as well 
as talk about our hobbies and 
pastimes, before creating a 

presentation about 
themselves in German.

Family and Pets - Talking 
about our families is the main 

focus of this unit, with the 
introduction of higher 

numbers, animals, more 
complex adjectives to 

describe family and extended 
family members. 

This unit starts with looking at 
sports and leisure across the 

German-speaking world.  
Students will learn how to talk 

about what they do in their 
spare time, and embed extra 
language - weather, opinions 

and clothing to further 
communicate what they do 
for hobbies. They will learn 
about different sports and 

activities and the verbs that 
go with them.

Starting with the basics of 
telling the time and 

introducing colours as the 
first adjectives that are used, 
students will learn to discuss 
their life at school, looking at 
the subjects, and will also be 

able to communicate 
preferences and opinions.  

We will also learn about items 
of clothing and describe what 

we wear for school.

The language covered in the 
last unit will be extended as 

students learn how to 
describe a town, with a 

particular focus on travel 
and tourism. The food and 
drink language will also be 

extended to include the 
transactional language of 
ordering food in a café or 

restaurant. Students will be 
introduced to the future 

tense in using language to 
plan a future trip.

In this unit students will be 
given the chance to talk 

about holidays, giving detail 
such as where they went, 

how they travelled and what 
they did. Students will also 

learn to talk about the 
weather and how to talk 

about problems which have 
occurred on a holiday. 

Throughout the unit students 
will be expected to use both 
the past and present tenses, 
often combining both in order 
to compare places "then" and 

"now". 

Continuing to use the perfect 
tense in German, this unit will 

see students learn how to 
express their opinion on films, 

television and books using 
more complex adjectives. 

They will talk about their film, 
TV and reading preferences.

Talking about a healthy 
lifestyle is the main focus of 

this unit, with the use of three 
key verbs : "essen", 

"nehmen" and "mussen". 
Students will focus on the 

German culture when talking 
about food, looking closely at 

typical German foods and 
recipes. The imperative will 
also be covered, allowing 

students to give instructions. 

This unit continues to use 
modal verbs in German when 

talking about rules and 
routines. Reflexive verbs are 

then introduced, allowing 
students to describe their 

own personal daily routine, 
and together with a 

knowledge of telling the time, 
students will be able to write 

in longer detail. 

Combining 3 tenses, this unit 
focuses on plans for a date. 
Students will cover clothes 
and learn to talk about what 
they wear, as well as using 

"wenn" to describe what they 
do when they are at a certain 
place. The future tense will 

be used to describe what the 
date will be like and the past 
tense will be used to express 
how it went. The unit comes 

to a close with a focus on 
speaking where students will 
prepare for a debate on the 

topic of uniforms, giving their 
opinions on the pros and 

cons. 

Talking about you are and are 
not looking forward to at 

school this year

Giving opinions with reasons, 
using DENN and WEIL

Talking about what you did in 
the holidays

Using the PERFECT TENSE

Describing a typical school 
day

Asking and answering 
questions

Discussing school rules

Talking about school 
exchanges and class trips

Using the FUTURE TENSE

Talking about success and 
achievement and school

Discussing leisure activities

Using NOUNS and 
ARTICLES

Discussing music tastes and 
choices

Discussing film and television 
choices

Using NEGATIVES

Discussing different types of 
sports

Using MÖCHTE to say what 
you would like to do

Learning about celebrations 
and festivals

Using several tenses together

Talking about friendship and 
what makes a good friend.

Learning about 
POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

Talking about family and 
friendship relationships

Learning how to use the 
DATIVE with MIT

Discussing role models

Using PRONOUNS to talk 
about other people 

Discussing weekend activities

Talking about life when you 
were younger

Concepts
Complex adjectives

Higher Numbers
Alphabet

Being able to communicate 
about school and hobbies Transactional Language

Use of modal verbs
Reading for gist

Expressing opinions

Reflexive Verbs
Time Phrases

Directions

Contrasting opinions
Use of the Future Tense

Using the modal verbs 
DÜRFEN and MÜSSEN and 

Perfect tense of 
SEPARABLE VERBS

Learning how to use correct 
WORD ORDER in sentences

Using the IMPERFECT 
TENSE with MODAL VERBS 

and Combining 3 tenses

Key Questions? Wo ich wohne? Was mache ich in 
meine Freizeit?

Was gibt es in Sudbury 
zu tun?

Wo bist du auf Urlaub 
gefahren?

Was isst du gern?
Wie ist dein 

Tagesablauf?

Was werden wir heute 
abend machen?

Was ich heute in der 
Schule gemacht habe.

Was ich am 
Wochenende machen 

möchte.

Wie ist ein guter 
Freund(-in)?

➤ ➤ ➤ P R O G R E S S I O N ➤ ➤ ➤

Opportunities
& Adaptations

Introducing yourself to a 
German-speaking family.

Write a magazine article / 
produce a video to describe 

your school.

Produce publicity for your 
town’s tourist office in 

German.

Describing a past and an 
ideal holiday. Narrating your daily routine.

Planning an evening out - 
recounting the story of a night 

gone wrong!

Planning for the future - what 
will you do after school?

Describing a film/TV show 
you’ve recently seen.

What are the characteristics 
of a good friend?

Assessment

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

End of Year Examination

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

End of Year Examination

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

Half termly assessment in 
Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Translation

End of Year Examination

German Exzellenz; für jeden, für alle.



⇜Key Stage 3
Year 10 Year 11 Key Stage 5 ⇝

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer

Staying with a German family
Visiting a German-speaking 

city
Holidays

Future Aspirations, Study and 
Work

International and Global 
Dimensions

Revision and Exam 
Preparation

Core
Knowledge

Describing your house and home
Using irregular verbs in the present 

tense
Describing food and drink items

Using separable verbs
Discussing food preferences

Talking about what you eat at home
Accurate use of prepositions

Listening out for time expressions
Talking about your daily routine

Reading and understanding an article 
about how typical German 
teenagers spend their day

Discussing traditional German meals
Discussing how and when you use 

social media and technology
Using wenn clauses

Discussing advantages and 
disadvantages of social media and 

technology
Expressing complex opinions with 

dass

Describing forms of transport and 
making a hotel booking

Discussing ways of travelling and 
buying train tickets

Comparative and superlative 
adjectives

Describing accommodation and 
associated problems

Listening to and understanding a 
discussion about where to stay on 

holiday
Discussing different types of holiday 

accommodation
Discussing the worst 

accommodation you’ve ever stayed 
in

Asking for and understanding 
directions to sights

Ordering at a restaurant
Shopping for souvenirs

Preparing a role play in a pharmacy, 
talking about health problems and 

remedies

Talking about popular holiday 
destinations

Reading and understanding a text 
about German holiday preferences

Talking about the weather
Listening to and understanding 

weather forecasts
Discussing different types of 

holidays
Listening to and understanding 

holiday adverts
Reading and understanding holiday 

reviews
Describing a holiday you have been 

on
Talking about your last holiday

Discussing holiday experiences
Talking about your holiday plans and 

wishes
Reading and understanding a text 

about how to improve a town

Describing jobs and places of work
Reading and understanding job titles 

and places of work
Using job titles with or without the 

indefinite article
Asking and answering questions 

about a job
Talking about what you had to do on 

work experience
Conducting a job interview with a 

partner
Listening to and understanding 

people talking about their career 
paths

Listening to and understanding 
people talking about what they 

wanted to do when they grew up
Reading and understanding texts 
about why teenagers want to learn 

German
Listening to and understanding 

teenagers talking about their future 
plans

Describing international festivals and 
events

Discussing music festivals and 
sporting events

Debating the advantages and 
disadvantages of a global sporting 

event
Listening to and understanding 

someone talking about the 
advantages and disadvantages of 

a large sporting event
Discussing the positive and negative 

aspects of a global music event
Explaining what a country can do to 

be environmentally friendly
Listening to and understanding what 

German people do to help the 
environment

Listening to and understanding 
teenagers talking about what charity 

work they do

Revision of all 5 Themes
Examination Skills 

Speaking Examination
Preparation and Practice

Concepts
Giving opinions in the past tense

Looking out for synonyms
Using clauses and subordinate 

clauses with two verbs

Using werden to form the future 
tense

Using prepositions with the genitive
Rebuilding pluperfect sentences

Translating sentences into German
Preparing for the world of work

Paying attention to tense and 
position of verbs when translating

Using language of debate
Interpreting information from a table

Grammar and examination skill 
practice

Exemplars or
Key Questions?

Wie ist dein Haus?
Wie sieht dein typischer Tag 

aus?

Wie war die Reise?
Was hat passiert?

Was hast du letztes Jahr im 
Urlaub gemacht? 

Welchen Job möchtest du?
Was wirst du machen, wenn 

du die Schule verlässt?

Was machst du, um die 
Umwelt zu schützen? -

➤ ➤ ➤ ➤ ➤ ➤

Opportunities
& Adaptations

Talking in detail about a photo in 
German

Changing sentences creatively

Preparing a conversation to make a 
reservation at a hotel

Writing a short travel report
Describing a disastrous evening at a 

restaurant

Writing a story about a past holiday / 
Describing the trip of a lifetime

Writing job descriptions
Talking about your dream job

Writing a description of a music 
festival or sporting event

Writing a report about what you can 
and could do at school to help the 

environment

-

Vocabulary
Dative prepositions

Giving opinions in the past tense
Using adverbs in writing

mit + dative
Listening for tricky language and 

numbers
Adjectives

Using man könnte and man sollte
Using ich würde …

Using um ... zu and ohne ... zu
wenn clauses

Using conjunctions and intensifiers
Using a variety of tenses

Understanding compound nouns
Adjectival nouns

The passive (present and past 
tenses)

-

Assessment End of unit assessment End of unit assessment End of unit assessment
End of Year Examination

End of unit assessment
Y11 Mock Examination

End of unit assessment
Practice Papers Final Examination

German Exzellenz; für jeden, für alle.

EDEXCEL 
GCSE GERMAN

PAPER 1: 
Listening
30 minutes (Foundation)

40 minutes 
(Higher)

PAPER 2:
Speaking
7-9 minutes
(Foundation)

10-12 minutes
(Higher)

PAPER 3:
Reading
45 minutes
(Foundation)

60 minutes
(Higher)

PAPER 4:
Writing
70 minutes
(Foundation)

80 minutes
(Higher)



⇜Key Stage 4 Year 12 Year 13 University ^ 
Employment ⇝

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer

The Changing Role of the Family

The Digital World

Youth Culture: Fashion, Music 
and Television

Festivals and Traditions

Art and Architecture

Berlin: Then and Now

Multiculturalism in 
German-speaking society

Racism

Germany and the European 
Union

Politics and Youth

German Reunification and its 
Consequences

Core
Knowledge

Familie im Wandel

Beziehungen innerhalb der Familie

Describe and discuss trends in marriage 
and other forms of partnership.

Partnerschaft und Ehe

Consider and discuss the merits and 
problems of different family structures.

Verschiedene Familienformen

Consider relationships between the 
generations and discuss problems that 

can arise.

Die digitale Welt

Das Internet

Describe and discuss how technology 
has transformed everyday life

Soziale Netzwerke

Consider and discuss the dangers of 
digital technology

Die Digitalisierung der Gesellschaft

Consider the different users of digital 
technology and discuss possible future 

developments

Jugendkultur: Mode, Musik 
und Fernsehen

Mode und Image
Discussing fashion and the role of image 

in modern society

Die Bedeutung der Musik für 
Jugendliche

The role of music in our lives, how we 
are influenced by music and an 

introduction to German contemporary 
songs

Die Rolle des Fernsehens
The development of German television - 

the advent of digital television and on 
demand programming

Feste und Traditionen

Feste und Traditionen - ihre Wurzeln 
und Ursprünge

Describing and explaining the roots of 
traditional German festivals and 

celebrations

Feste und Traditionen - ihre soziale und 
wirtschaftliche Bedeutung

The social and economic importance of 
cultural festivals and events 

Vielfältige Traditionen in 
verschiedenen Regionen

Discovering the diversity and 
importance of festivals in different 

German-speaking countries

Kunst und Architektur

Künstler und Architekten

Discussing the influence and role of art 

and architecture today

Kunst und Architektur im Alltag

Discussing how contemporary 

architecture and art shape our everyday 

life

Kunst und Architektur - Vergangenheit, 

Gegenwart und Zukunft

Discussing developments in art and 

architecture from past to present and 

into the future

Das Berliner Kulturleben 

damals und heute

Berlin - geprägt durch seine Geschichte 

Discussing the influence of political 

events on Berlin and debate an historic 

tour through the city

Theater, Musik und Museen in Berlin

Discuss the role of culture in Berlin 

today and plan a cultural weekend

Die Vielfalt innerhalb der Bevölkerung 

Berlins

Discussing aspects and challenges of life 

in a multicultural city

Einwanderung

Die Gründe für Migration 
Explaining the main reasons why people 

migrate from their land to Germany

Vor- und Nachteile der Einwanderung 
Evaluating  the advantages and 

disadvantages of immigration for 
immigrants and the country of 

destination

Migrationspolitik
Examining  issues affecting a country’s 
migration policy. The rise of extreme 

politics in immigration policy

Integration

Maßnahmen zur Integration
Discussing  how the German 

government promotes the integration 
of migrants and refugees

Hindernisse für die Integration
Discussing barriers to multi-cultural 

integration

Die Erfahrungen verschiedener 
Migrantengruppen

Discussing  and comparing  the 
experiences of migrants and refugees in 

Germany 

Rassismus

Die Opfer des Rassismus 
Discussing the impact of racism on its 

victims and the support available

Die Ursprünge des Rassismus 
Discussing the origins of racism

Der Kampf gegen Rassismus
Discussing how people resist racism and 

show moral courage to fight against it 

Deutschland und die 
Europäische Union

Die Rolle Deutschlands in Europa
Discuss how the EU has evolved and 

Germany’s role within it 

Vor- und Nachteile der EU für 
Deutschland

Discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of the EU for Germany 

Die Auswirkungen der EU-Erweiterung 
auf Deutschland 

Understand the impact of EU expansion 
on Germany 

Die Politik und die Jugend

Politisches Engagement Jugendlicher
Discussing the ways and the extent to 
which young people engage in politics 

Schwerpunkte der Jugendpolitik
Discussing  priorities for youth politics 

in Germany 

Werte und Ideale 
Discussing the priorities of young 

people and the role of pressure groups

Die Wiedervereinigung und 
ihre Folgen

 
Friedliche Revolution in der DDR

Discussing  the events and 
developments which led to German 

reunification 

Die Wiedervereinigung – Wunsch und 
Wirklichkeit

Discussing  and contrasting the desired 
and actual outcomes of reunification 

Alte und neue Bundesländer – Kultur 
und Identität

Discussing  and comparing the culture 
and identity of the old and new federal 

states 

Concepts/Skills

Reading a literary extract

Discussing advantages and 

disadvantages

Discussing issues relating to the family

Discussing and interpreting  visual 

information

Talking  about possible developments 

and predictions

Responding to a poem

Expressing your opinion
Using connectives

Translating into German

Answering questions in German

Summarising a reading passage

Speak persuasively
Listen for detail

Give a presentation or a talk
Express reactions and emotions

Talk about data and trends
Use gist comprehension for complex 

passages
Varying sentence structure to enhance 

writing and speaking
Plan and lead a discussion 

Use a variety of negative expressions
Expressing obligation

Translate the English gerund into 
German

Express doubt and uncertainty
Expand a discussion

Expressing approval and disapproval 
Use language for describing change
Recognising and using  subjunctive 

forms 
Expressing  criticism tactfully

Using  language to promote a cause 

➤ ➤ ➤ ➤ ➤ ➤

Assessment
End of unit assessments in 

reading, listening, speaking, 
writing and translation

End of unit assessments in 
reading, listening, speaking, 

writing and translation

End of unit assessments in 
reading, listening, speaking, 

writing and translation

End of unit assessments in 
reading, listening, speaking, 

writing and translation

End of unit assessments in 
reading, listening, speaking, 

writing and translation

End of unit assessments in 
reading, listening, speaking, 

writing and translation

German Exzellenz; für jeden, für alle.

AQA  
A-LEVEL GERMAN

PAPER 1: 
Listening, 
Reading and 
Writing
2h30 minutes
50% of marks

PAPER 2:
Writing
2 hours
20% of marks

PAPER 3:
Speaking
21-23 minutes
30% of marks


